Submit New Request 


Requester Details 

I o modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 


(b) (6);(b)(3):39 USC410 

(c) (2) 


CQ Roll Call 

2875 Woodland Dr. NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


Requester Default Category: News Media 


General Information 

Requester Category 
Send Response Via 
Payment Mode 


Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 
City 

State(US) 

Country 
Zip Code 


News Media 
E-mail 


2875 Woodland Dr. NW 

Washington 
District of Columbia 
United States 
20008 


Request Information 

Description Document 

Description of Request I request any and all electronic or written communications regarding FOIA requests by the 

political action committee America Rising, as well as any and all electronic or written 
„ , „ r „ communications pertaining to FOIA requests with regard to Abiqail Spanberqer 

Date Range for Record 06/01/2018 

Search:From 

Date Range for Record 08/29/2018 

Search:To 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of Identity 


Fee Information 

Willing Amount 

Fee Waiver Requested 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 


Willing to Pay All Fees 


$25 

Yes 

This is a journalistic request that will report to the public how privileged information was 
allegedly released by the USPS FOIA office without the request beinq accompanied bv reauired 
release documents. 

No 


Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing Yes 

Requested 

Need for Expedited Processing This request pertains to an alleged disregard of proper procedure by the United States Postal 

Service when it comes to releasing someone's personal information without their knowledqe or 
consent. a 






Submit New Request 


Requester Details 

l o modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


820 First Street NE 
8th Floor 

Washington, DC 20002 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


Requester Default Category: News Media 


General Information 

Requester Category News Media 

Send Response Via E-mail 

Payment Mode 


Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 

City 

State(US) 

Country 
Zip Code 


820 First Street NE 
8th Floor 
Washington 
District of Columbia 
United States 
20002 


Request Information 

Description Document 
Description of Request 

Date Range for Record 

Search:From 

Date Range for Record 

SearchTo 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of Identity 


2018-08-29 USPS foia request Abigail Spanberger.pdf 

"...all records previously produced in response to a request from America Rising Corporation for 
the personnel files of Abigail Spanberger." 

12/01/1900 

08/29/2018 


Fee Information 

Willing Amount 
Fee Waiver Requested 
Fee Waiver Request Reason 
Willing to Pay All Fees 


$100 

Yes 

Please see attached request. 
No 


Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing Yes 

Requested 

Need for Expedited Processing Please see attached request. 






Submit New Request 


Requester Details 

I’ 0 modif y request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 


(b)(6) ;(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 

455 Massachusetts Ave NW 
Suite 650 

Washington. DC 20001 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 



Requester Default Category: Other 


General Information 

Requester Category 
Send Response Via 
Payment Mode 


Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 
City 

State(US) 

Country 
Zip Code 


Other 

E-mail 

Check 


455 Massachusetts Ave NW 
Suite 650 
Washington 
District of Columbia 
United States 
20001 


Request Information 

Description Document 
Description of Request 


Date Range for Record 
Search: From 
Date Range for Record 
SearchTo 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of Identity 


n w Correspondence On An America Rising FOIA Request Forwarded To 

* 2 ,i < a o m ^n e ? tmg al1 Pressing notes (including all e-mail correspondence) 
July 12 2018 through July 30, 2018 regarding or mentioning a FOIA Request 
^ mer ! c ^ Rjsing and forwarded to USPS by the National Personnel Records Center 
(NPRC) of National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) on July 12, 2018 for records 
including the SF-86 for Abigail Spanberger scorns 

07/12/2018 uk y ■ 


07/30/2018 


Fee Information 

Willing Amount $50 

Fee Waiver Requested No 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 
Willing to Pay All Fees No 


Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing No 

Requested 


Need for Expedited Processing 







Recipient Information 


To: USPS HQ FOIA Requester Service Center 

Company: MANAGER RECORDS OFFICE 
Fax #:12022685353 


i 



m 

JuliUxom 


Frnm .|(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC410 (c)(2) 


Sender Information 


send a 1 m for iw 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


Sent on: Tuesday, August 28 2018 at 10:08 PM EDT 


[b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


MANAGER RECORDS OFFICE 1 - 1 

US POSTAL SERVICE 
475 L'ENFANT PLAZA SW RM 1 P830 
WASHINGTON DC 20260-1 101 
Dear FOIA Officer: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 

I hereby request the following documents for FOIA request 9114901496451615068011 {requester: America 
Rising Corporation): 

1. Original request letter 

2. Referral latter from National Personnel Records Center / National Archives and Records Administration 

3. USPS response letter to requester 

4. Documents released to requester 

Further, I request that these documents be sent in any digital formats in which they exist, such as PDF, 
Under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act as amended, section (a)(3)(B), if a document exists in 
electronic format, it must be released in that format upon request. 

The request is lor my personal use and will not be used commercially. I agree to pay up to $10 lor this 
request. If it will be more than this, please let me know in advance. 

Thank you for your help. 

(b) (6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 

(c) (2) 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 




















Chavannes-Battle, Nancy P - Washington, DC 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Chavannes-Battle, Nancy P - Washington, DC 
Wednesday, August 29, 2018 11:32 AM 
FOIA - PA 

FW: Freedom of Information Act Request 


Ptease add this FOtA request in the system and assign it to me 


From: Partenheimer, David A - Washington, DC 
Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2018 10:55 AM 


To: Castorina, Janine - Washingt on, DC lb)(6);(b)(3):39 use 4io (c)(2) 


(b)(6):(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


Subject: FW: Freedom of Information Act Request 


Eyre, Jane G - Washington, DC 


Official FOIA request below from the Washington Post 


From: (b)(6);(b)(3):39 DSC 410 (c)(2) 


Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2018 10:11 AM 
To: Partenheimer, David A - Washington, DC J(b)(6);(b)(3):39 use 410 (c)(2) 


Subject: [EXTERNAL] Freedom of Information Act Request 
Hello again, David. 


As a follow-up, I am requesting copies of any Freedom of Information Act requests submitted or referred to the USP5 
related to Abigail Spanberger since January 2018,1 am also requesting copies of any documents produced in response to 
those requests. 

I am making this request under the Freedom of Information Act and am willing to pay any associated fees. Please do not 
hesitate to call me directly with any questions related to this request. 

Regards, 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


From: PW):(bX3):39 use 4io 


Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2018 8:23 AM 


To: 'david,a.partenheimerjausps.gov' |(b)(6);(b)(3):39 use 410 (c)(2~ 


Subject: Washington Post query related to a USPS FOIA flap in Congressional race 
Hi, David. 


I m a Washington Post reporter writing about a political flap related to information related to Democrat Abigail 
Spanberger, a former USPS employee running for Congress. A GOP PAC was shopping a story about her based on 
information in her job application to the USPS. Spanberger says the information was illegally leaked. The GOP says it got 


l 

















the information from the USPS and provided copies of their FOIA to back that up. Spanberger insists the information 
could not have come from the FOIA because it included her unredacted Social Security number. 

I'm wondering if anyone at the USPS can confirm whether the information was released and if the SS number was 
redacted or (perhaps in an oversight, as GOP suggests) not. 

I'm writing the story as we speak but can update throughout the day. 

Regards, 


(b)(6);(b)(3}:39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


View this email in your browser 

[mailc hi mp] 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: AUGUST 28, 2018 


Qi 


□i 


[congressionalleadershipfund.usl5.list- 

manage.coml 


( 202 ) 

909- 

2443 


CLF Issues Statement: What Is Abigail Spanberger 

Hiding 


VASHINGTON - In a desperate attempt to prevent Virginia voters from learning about her record and 
>ackground, Virginia s 7 th Congressional District Democratic nominee, Abigail Spanberger, today sent a letter to 
he Congressional Leadership Fund (fc7Ci i Supt [conqressionalleadershiDfund.us15.list-manaae.com1 ) - 
vhich her campaign then shared with select members of the media — threatening legal action over information 
ibout Spanberger that was obtained through legal channels. CLF is responding by releasing a -uy 
cong ressionaileadershipfund.us15.list-inanage.coml of that letter to voters in Virginia’s 7 th Congressional Distric 
is well as documentation from the Freedom of Information Request (FOIA) and the records that were obtained 
rom the United States Postal Service as the result of that request. 

his included infoimation about Spanberger’s tenure working at the Islamic Saudi Academy in Northern Virginia 


2 




















vhich the Associated Press reported was dubbed “Terror High” after 12 U.S. Senators and a federal commissioi 
wanted to shut it down. Spanberger's former employer produced a number of well-known terrorists including 
\hmed Omar Abu Ali, valedictorian of the academy in 1999, who was convicted in 2005 on charges of providing 
naterial support to the al Qaeda terrorist network. He was sentenced to 30 years in prison. This led U.S. Senate 
Democratic Leader Charles Schumer to issue a press release in 2005 --ailing foi a fulFscaje niche 
con.qressionalleadershipfund.usl 5.list-manage.coml of the controversial Islamic school and questioning 
whether the Islamic Saudi Academy was “another madrassa." In addition, CLF is redacting the document to 
ixclude personal information such as home addresses, telephone numbers, dates of birth and social security 
lumbers, even though this information was released by the USPS as part of the response to the FOIA request. 



OLF spokesperson Courtney Alexander made the following statement about Spanberger’s politically-motivated 
lambit today; 

• “It should surprise no one that Ms. Spanberger would want to hide from voters that she worked al 
a school that produced some of the world’s most dangerous terrorists. CLF follows the letter of 
the law in examining any candidate’s background and Ms. Spanberger was no different. That 
she’s threatening legal action, however, should raise serious questions for voters about what else 


3 



she is trying to hide. For any interested parties, CLF is happy to provide redacted copies of the 
information Ms. Spanberger is trying to hide from voters in Virginia.” 

3ACKGROUND: 

• On July 9, 2018, America Rising Corp. submitted a FOIA request to the National Personnel Records 
Center "for access to certain records contained in the official civilian personnel file of former federal 
employee Abigail Spanberger, Specifically, this request seeks records reflecting Ms. Spanberger’s 
employment dates, annual salaries, title, and position description." 

• By letter dated July 12, 2018, NPRC/NARA forwarded the America Rising Corp. request to the United 
States Postal Service. 

• On July 30, 2018, USPS responded to America Rising's request with their complete personnel file 
("entire official personnel folder"), which included Spanberger's SF-86. 
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Submit New Request 


Requester Details 

I o modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


Huff Post 

11975 Bluff Creek Drive 
Building 5 

l.os Anueles. DC 90094 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Requester Default Category: News Media 


General Information 

Requester Category 
Send Response Via 
Payment Mode 


Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 
City 

State(US) 

Country 
Zip Code 


News Media 

E-mail 

Check 


11975 Bluff Creek Drive 
Building 5 
Los Angeles 
District of Columbia 
United States 
90094 


Request Information 

Description Document 
Description of Request 


Date Range for Record 

Search:From 

Date Range for Record 

Search:To 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of Identity 


oL™dvS?ers°™™e' Ca RiSm9 Corp0ralron ’ dated 9 ■'equestlng Abigail Spanberger 

response S to"thdr fi FO°A reque^"^" ,halWaS pr0 '" clecl t0 America R ' s ' ng Co,porallon ln 

07/01/2018 


08/28/2018 


Fee Information 

Willing Amount 

Fee Waiver Requested 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 


Willing to Pay All Fees 


$25 

Yes 

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a 

npwqhprfni° f tdenewsmed ' a affiliated with HuffPost, and this request is made as part of 
news gathering activity and not for commercial use. ^ 


I request a waiver of a 
No 


Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing 
Requested 

Need for Expedited Processing 


Yes 


upcomin^Comjressiona/eiecbon^n^Noifen^ber. 96 SUbieC ' ° f PUbliC C ° n,USto " aPd re ' ateS an 







Submit New Request 


Requester Details 

1 o modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 


;b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Richmond Times-Dispatch 
300 E. Franklin St. 
Richmond. VA, VA 23219 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Requester Default Category: News Media 


General Information 

Requester Category 
Send Response Via 
Payment Mode 


News Media 

E-mail 

Check 


Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 
City 

State(US) 

Country 
Zip Code 


300 E. Franklin St. 

Richmond, VA 
Virginia 
United States 
23219 


Request Information 

Description Document 
Description of Request 


Date Range for Record 
Search: From 
Date Range for Record 
SearchTo 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of Identity 


I d like a copy of a FOIA request made by America Rising Corporation, and the records and 
response to that request by the U.S. Postal Service. The FOIA was made July 9 to the National 
Pe r o° nnel Records Center and was apparently sent to the U.S. Postal Service. On July 30, 
2018, a Pamela Gabriel at the Postal Service signed a letter of response to America Rising that 
said Piease find enclosed the entire Official Personnel Folder (OPF) for Abigail Spanberqer’' 
The Postal Service response had the USPS Tracking Number 91149014496451615068011 


Fee Information 

Willing Amount $25 

Fee Waiver Requested Yes 

Fee Waiver Request Reason I’m a newspaper reporter working on something of interest to the public about a political 

candidate ^ 

Willing to Pay All Fees No 


Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing 
Requested 

Need for Expedited Processing 


No 








AMERICAN 

.OVERSIGHT 


VTA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

USPS Privacy & Records Management 
C )I)k'e 

175 L’F.nfanl Pl;i/a SW, Room IP830 
Washing on, DC 202(>(M101 
Ft HA 12 f «Tisns.uov 


Aliens I 2018 


FOIA Contact, Postal Inspection Service 
Ollice of Counsel, Room 8801 
175 I .’Enfant Plaza SW 
Washington, DC’ 20200-2101 
loiaw.Hisnis.jjov 


Re: Expedited Freedom of Information Act Request 
Dear Freedom of Information Officers: 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C, $ 552, and your agency's 
implementing regulations, American Oversight makes the following request for records, 

On August 28, 2018, !'hc New York Times reported that a copy of former Central Intelligence 
Agency (C IA) officer and current congressional candidate Abigail Spanberger’s security clearance 
application Ibrm was obtained by a Republican super PAC, tile Congressional Leadership Fund, 
and is now being used lor political purposes. The super PAC claims the document was obtained 
through a fOIA request filed by a Republican-aligned research linn, America Rising, and was 
processed by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) and the United Stales 
Postal Service (l \SPS).‘ 

American Oversight seeks records to determine whether federal government decisions and 
activities ielated to the processingol FOIA requests have been inlluenced by partisan political 
considerations. 

Requested Records 

American Oversight requests that 1 SPS produce the following within twenty business days and 
seeks expedited review ol this request for reasons idenlilted below: 


Michael Facke LI, C.I.. 1. ( )(ih x y - 7 'urncd-C 'njididatx *. Su\s PACT ibiained I hr Security 
, Application. N.Y. TlMKS, Aug. 28, 2018, hltt)s://wmv.iivtiMHvs.a)ni/2018/()8/28A>s/t)<jiitic.s/da- 
onicci-housc-cicclio n-su pcr-pac-blink Craee Wyler & Jason I .copold, In l nprecedented Move, 
the l 5 Postal Sciticc Released a Tanner CIA Officer’s Security Application tan Republican 
Croup. 11lr/zFt.KDNK\\’s (Aug. 20, 2018, 1:08 AM), 


hltps:/mww.hu//,lccdn cw s.coni/artielc/kraccwvlc]y , usi)s-rc lca scs-cia-ofIhvr-sccu rilv- < jcaranct ■ - 

applieation . 



1030 15th Street N\V, Suite B255, Washington, DC 20005 | AmerieanOversight.org 



1. ) All processing Holes related to any FOIA re(juest—including the release of responsive 

records—filed by America Rising, the Congressional leadership Fund, or any oilier 
individual or entity, regarding Abigail Spanberger and her work history, personnel lonns, 
;md security clearance processing Forms, including the SF-Sb, 

blease provide all responsive records from July 10, 2017, through the dale of the search. 

2. ) All processing notes related to any Privacy Act request—including the release of responsive 

records—regarding Abigail Spanberger and her work history, personnel forms, and security 
clearance processing forms, including the SF-86. 

Please provide all responsive records from July 10, 2017, through the dale of the search. 

'U All records reflecting communications (including emails, email attac hments, text messages, 
voicemail transcripts, messages cm messaging platforms (such as Slack, (X.’hal or (loojjlc 
I UngouLs* Sky pc, M lmlsAp}), hu’chook, Messenger, 1 witter Dircri Messages, or 

Signal), telephone call logs, calendar invitations, calendar entries, meeting notices, meeting 
agendas, inlormaliottal material, draft legislation, talking points, any handwritten or 
electronic notes taken during any oral communications, summaries of any oral 
communications, or other materials) related to any FOIA request filed by America Rising, 
the C cmgvessional leadership Fund, or any other individual or entity, regarding Abigail 
Spanberger and her work history, personnel lonns, and security clearance processing 
forms, including the SF-8(). 

Please provide all responsive records from July 10, 2017, through the dale of the search, 

hi addition to the records requested above, American Oversight also requests records describing 
the processing of this request, including records sufficient to identify search terms used ami 
locations and custodians searched and any tracking sheets used to track the processing of this 
lequcsl. II your agency uses M)IA questionnaires or certifications completed by individual 
custodians or components to determine whether they possess responsive materials or to describe 
bow die v conducted searches, we also request any such records prepared in connection with the 
processing of this request. 

American Overnight seeks all responsive records regardless ol lormal, medium, or physical 
characteristics. In conducting your search, please understand (he terms “record,” “document,” and 
“information" m their broadest sense, to include any written, typed, recorded, graphic, printed, or 
audio material of any kind, YVe seek records of any kind, including electronic records, audiotapes, 
videotapes, and photographs, as well as letters, emails, facsimiles, telephone messages, voice mail ’ 
messages and transcripts, notes, or minutes of any meetings, telephone conversations or 
disc ussions. ()ur request includes any attachments to these records. No category of material should 
be omitted from search, collection, and production. 


a 


I'sKs-uunoa 



PIimsl' search all records regarding agency business. You may not exclude searches of files or 
emails in the personal custody of your officials, such as personal email accounts. Records of 
official business conducted using unofficial systems or stored outside of official files are subject to 
i ic federal Records Act and FOIA.* It is not adequate to rely on policies and procedures that 
lequire officials to move such information to official systems willun a certain period of time; 
American Oversight has a right to records contained in those files even if material has not yet been 

moved to ofhcial systems or if officials have, through negligence or willfulness, failed to meet their 
obligations. 


In addition, please note dial in conducting a “reasonable search" as required by law, you must 
employ the most up-to-date technologies and tools available, in addition lo searches by individual 
custodians likely to have responsive information. Recent technology may have rendered your 
agency s prior FOIA practices unreasonable. In light of die government-wide requirements to 
manage information electronically by die end of 2016, it is no longer reasonable to rely exclusively 
on custodian-driven searches. 1 Furthermore, agencies dial have adopted die National Arcliives and 
Records Administration (NARA) Capstone program, or similar policies, now maintain emails in a 
lonn that is reasonably likely to be more complete than individual custodians’ files. For example, a 
custodian may have deleted a responsive email from his or her email program, hut vour agency's’ 
archiving tools would capture that email under Capstone. Accordingly, American Oversight insists 
that your agency use the most up-to-date technologies to search |«r responsive information and 
lake steps to ensure that I lie most complete repositories of information are searched. American 
vcrsigiit is available to work with you to trail appropriate search terms. However, custodian 
searches are still required; agencies may not have direct access to files stored in .PST files, outside 
oi network drives* in paper format, or in personal email accounts. 

I Tder the FOIA Improvement Act of 2016, agencies must adopt a presumption of disclosure, 
withholding mlonnaUon only tl . .. disclosure would harm an interest protected by an exemption” 

umc/ Kn ‘ Cr ' InSL '• (>1}!rc a/Sn - & TccL /W/(r - 827 K3d 1 i-T I I0-.50 (1) c Cir 

d. Judicial Width. Inc. r. I<cny\ H I |. F.8d f )f>% UM-SQ (DX\ Cir. 2016). 

Dee Im *' <>nUv o/ ‘V' ? Tcr/, ‘ P(,lk% Nu> 1 U ’ v - 7 ^’ sli P OP- Hi 8 (D.D.C. 

1 ci. -016) ( he Government argues that because the agency had a policy requiring llhe 

oHitialJ lo Ionian! all oi Ins eniatls Irani his (personal] account lo his business email, the 
I personal | account only contains duplicate agency records at best. Therefore, the Government 
clauns that any hypothetical deletion of the (personal account| emails would still leave a copy of 
liose records intact m Jllie official's] work email, However, policies are rarely followed to 
pel lection by anyone. At this stage of the ease, the Court cannot assume that each and every work- 
ielated email in (lie [personal) accotuU was duplicated in (the official's) work email account/’ 
(citations omitted)), 

uJ?| L | \ i{ I CUlia1 / Memorandum—Maiuiging Government Records, 76 Fed. Reg. 7.7,128 (Nov. 28, 

“ 11 i. 1 hl»V/»baniawhitelu)ttse.;uYliives.a ) v/llic-t 1 rc>is-(>ffit-e/2t) I t, I 1 /2H/»rcsidcnii- l l- 
I jieinoi'anihnii-niaiiagiiig-governinenl-nTor ds; ()IIice ofMgml. & Budget, Exec. Office of the 
1 restdem. Memorandum lor the Heads of Executive Departments & Independent Agencies, 
.Managing Government Records Directive,” M-12-18 (Aug. 21, 2012), 
litl]ts: , .'wmv.ar chiu's.gowlik-s/reeonls-imnnt. in- 12 - 1 8.pdf. 


rsps-tH-ftwy 



or "disclosure is prohibited by law.” II ii is your position that any portion of the requested records 
is exempt 1'roni disclosure, American Oversight requests that you provide an index of those 
documents as required under I 'miglm v. Rosen, 181 F.2d 820 (D.C, Cir. 1078), cat. da tied Ud 
I .S. 077 (107 1). As you are aware, a I titiglm index must describe each document claimed as 
exempt with sulhcienl specificity “to permit a reasoned judgment as to whether the material is 
actually exempt under FOIA.”" Moreover, the I mighn index “must describe each document or 
portion thereol withheld, and for each withholding it must discuss the consequences of disclosing 
the sought-after information." Further, “the withholding agency must supply ‘a relatively detailed 
justification, specifically identifying the reasons why a particular exemption is relevant and 
correlating those claims with the particular part of a withheld document to which they apply.”’" 


In the event some portions ol the requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, please 
disclose any reasonably segregablc non-exempt portions of the requested records. 1! it is your 
position that a document contains non-exempt segments, hut that those non-exempt segments are 
so dispersed throughout the document as to make segregation impossible, please slate what 
portion ol the document is non-exempt, and how the material is dispersed throughout the 
document,” Claims of nonscgrcgabilily must be made with the same degree of detail as required for 
claims of exemptions in a I 'ntighn index. If a request is denied in whole, please stale specifically 
that it is not reasonable to segregate portions of the record for release. 

You should institute a preservation hold on information responsive to tliis request American 
Oversight intends to pursue all legal avenues to enforce its right of access under FOIA, including 
litigation il necessary. Accordingly, you are on notice that litigation is reasonably ft ire seen hie. 


I o ensure that this request is properly construed, that searches are conducted in an adequate hut 
efficient manner, and that extraneous costs are not incurred. American Oversight welcomes an 
opportunity to discuss its request with you before you undertake your search or incur search or 
duplication costs. By working together at the outset, American C Jversight hopes to decrease the 
likelihood of costly and litne-eonsuming litigation in the future. 


\A here possible, please provide responsive material in electronic formal by email or in PDF or 
1 If format on a 1 SB drive. Please send any responsive material being sent by mail to American 
Oversight, 1030 bath Street NW, Suite 152.5,5, Washington, DC 2000.5. If it will accelerate release 
ol responsive records to American Oversight, please also provide responsive material on a rolling 
basis, 


1 FOIA Improvement Act of 201 (i $ 2 (Pub, L No. 11 I-18.5). 

" Rounding Church of Scientology r. Bell, 008 F.2d !!|,5, 01-0 (D.C. Cir. 1070), 

King v. I ..V Dcj) ’/ ol Justice, 830 I 4 . 2d 210, 223-21 (D.C. Cir. 1087) (emphases in original). 

" 1(1 - ll 22 I (citing Maid Dm C cnlntJ, Inc. r. U.S. Dcp’t oldie Mr Force, .500 F.2d 2 12. 2.51 (D.C. 
Cir. 1077)). 

” MaulDm C 'entail. .500 F.2d at 201. 
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Fee Waiver Request 

In accordance with 5 I fS,C\ & .W2(a)( l-)(A)(iii) iuu\ your agency’s implementing regulations* 
American Oversight requests a waiver of lees associated with processing llu?> request lor records, 

I lie subject ui this retiuesl concerns ihe operations ol l]je federal government, and ibe disclosures 
will likely contribute to public understanding ol those operations. Moreover, the request is 
primarily and fundamentally for non-commercial purposes* 

American (Jversighl requests a waiver of fees because disclosure ol the requested information is in 
the public interest because il is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding o! activities 
ol the government. 1 he disclosure ol the information sought under this request will document and 
reveu! die operations ol the federal government, including how a federal government agency 
processes fX )| A requests for records containing sensitive personal information of a candidate for 
federal office when that request is made by a group with a partisan political affiliation/" The 
disclosure ol die requested information also lias the potential to show whether federal agencies 
have been influenced by political considerations into disregarding the requirements of die Privacy 
Ait. 1 be American people deserve to know il partisan, political considerations at federal agencies 
have led to impropei processing o! FOIA requests with the potential to inlluenee the outcome of 
rapidly approaching congressional elections. As discussed below, American Oversight has the 
ability and intent to disseminate the requested information to the public. 

I his request is primarily and fundamentally not lor commercial purposes, but rather the primary 
interest is in public disclosure of responsive records. As a .501(c)(3) nonprofit, American Oversight 
does not have a commercial purpose and the release ol the iidbrmation requested is not in 
American Ovnsighl s financial interest. American Oversight s mission is to promote transparency 
in government, to educ ate the public about government activities, and to ensure the accountability 
of government officials. American Oversight uses the inhu mation gathered, and its analysis of it, to 
educate the public through reports, press releases, or other media. American Oversight also makes 
materials it grill lets available on its public website and promotes their availability on social media 
platforms, such as Fat ebook and Twitter. ,v American Oversight has demonstrated its commitment 
to the public disclosure of documents and creation of editorial content* For example, alter 
receiving records regarding an ethics waiver received by a senior DO) attorney, ,a American 
Oversight promptly posted the records to its website and published an analysis of what the records 


iVv I ackelt, supra note 1; Wyler & Ijcopold, supra n ole 1. 

M M 

American Oversight currently has approximately 11 ,900 page likes on Facebook and 11,800 
followeis on 1 wiltei. American ()versight, KUT’IWM)K, Iitlps:/ AvwwJ;ucbookaum/wciucovcrsiLrlit/ 
(las! visited August 20, 2018); American Oversight (^vvemeoversight), TWTJTKR, 
bjil>s^/twij^ n n/wcareciversidit (last visited August 29, 2018), 

D()f C ivil Division Response Sod Francisco Compliance, AMKRICAN OVKRSItU n , 
vyww.amciicaiiovcrsiuh t u>rg/doeunit L nt/dfjj-civil - division-response-noehlraiicis n>_- 
compliance . 
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[ellecled about noj s process for ethics waivers." As another example, American Oversight lias ;l 
piqjcit tailed Audit the \A all, where the organization is gathering and analyzing information and 
commenting on public releases of information related to the administration’s proposed 
construction of a harrier along the l CS.-Mexico border. 1 ' 

Accordingly, American Oversight qualifies for a lee waiver. 

Request for Expedited Processing 


1 nrsuanl to o l .S.C , $ 332(a)(6)(E)(I) and your agency’s implementing regulations, American 
Oversight i cqncsls that your agency expedite the processing oi this request, 

I cerlily to he true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief that the information 
i l quested is 111 gently needed in order to inform the puhlic concerning actual or alleged 
government activity, 3 U.S.C. $ 332(a)(6)<E)<l). Specifically. I cerlily to he true and correct to the 
best ol my knowledge and belief, that there is an urgent need to inlorm the puhlic about the 
processing of KOI A (or potentially improper Privacy Act) requests related to now-congressional 
candidate Abigail Spanherger s personnel Itles as a political organization has used sensitive 
personal information, purportedly gained from FOIA requests, to alleel the outcome of a 
congressional election, Expert comn tenters have noted that such information is rarely, if ever, 
permissibly disc losed in response to a FOIA request. 1 * The American people urgently need to 
know whether partisan political considerations have caused federal agencies to act improperly in 
order to influence congressional elections, Moreover, the information American ()versighl seeks 
concerns “a matter of a current exigency to the American public” 17 because the American people 
urgently need to know whether federal agencies have acted improperly for partisan political 
advantage before the rapidly approaching congressional elections on November 6, 2018. 

I bli ther certify that American Oversight is primarily engaged in disseminating inlormalion to the 
public. American (>vcrsight\s mission is to promote transparency in government, to educate the 
pu I die about government activities, and to ensure the accountability of government ollieials. Similar 
to other organizations that have been found to satisfy the criteria necessary to quality for 
expedition, American Oversight “‘gathers information of potential interest to a segment ol die 
public, uses its editorial skills to turn the raw material into a distinct work, and distributes that work 


I'huu isi o A' the Trued linn: l \imt lie Learned front the 1)0} Documents, AMKRIC’AN 
OVl-'.RMcmll Ups://mvw.ai) . ici ican(>verstgbt . oig/frai)cisco-lbc-ti a\ cl-ban-uiuii- we-]e;iriii'd.ri- t>m „,|,e- 
aoHloaimniis . 

-1 U(fit the II .ill, AiV WMK ’AN ()VKRSICtff, htli>s://www.amcri canoversigbl.ora/investkalion/;mdit- 
Uic-wall . 

1,1 Nee Wyler & Ixopold, supra note 1. 

' Al-Envd v. C 'em. Intelligence Agency, 2d I F.3d 300, 3 JO (D.C, Cir. 2001) (quoting I l.R. Rep. 
No. 10 1-703, at 2b (1006), reprinted In 1006 11.S.C C A N 3 118 3 |(>0) 

|"3 td.S.C. $ 332(a)(6)(K)(l). 

" Scc ACIfv - 1 O'. Dept ol Justice, 321 V, Supp. 2d 2 1, 30-31 (D.D.C, 2001); EPIC v. Dcp’i of 
Defense , 2 Id F. Supp. 2d 3, 13 (D.D.C. 2003). 
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In iin audience.’ American Oversight uses die information gathered, and its analysis ol it, lo 
educale (he public through reports, press releases, and oilier media. American Oversight also 
makes materials il gathers available on its public website and promotes their availability on social 
media piatlbrms, such as Facebook and J wilier," 1 As discussed previously, American Oversight has 
demonstrated its commitment to the public disclosure ol documents and creation of editorial 
c( julenl.** 

Conclusion 


We share a common mission to jiromole transparency in government. American Oversight looks 
forward to working with your agency on this request. II you do not understand any part ol this 
request, have am questions, or Ibrcscc any problems in hilly releasing tin- icmi. -sirO records, 


please contact 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Also, il American 


()vei sight s request for a lee waiver is not granted in lull, please contact us immediately upon 
making such a determination. 


,_ Sincerely. _ 

[b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


American (Jversighl 


. If 'Ll i 321 Ik Supp, 2d at 29 n.,5 {quotingEPIC, 2I I F. Supp. 2d at 11). 

' Amenean Oversight currently has approximately 11,900 page likes on Face hook and It, 800 
loilowers on Twitter. American Oversight, FackuouK, liltns://u3vw.lacel?()()k.( <>iii/weareo\ersivhi 
(last visited August 29. 2018); American Oversight (@weareoversighl), TWTITKR, 
bUjis, Iw i11ei.coni/we;ireoversiglit 7 Ian it- ei i (last visited August 29, 2018). 

Act' D( )f C nil Division Response Xocl Francisco C 'owpJmnee, AMP RICAN ()Yt R.SKJHT, 
litlps: , www.anieruailoversiglit. o rg/doeumeiit. < 1<>i-ci vibdi visii m-rcsinuise-noei -franci sco- 
corn pliancy ; Francisco X the Trnve! Bun: What I Vc Learned from the DOJ Documents, 

AMKRK AN ()\ KR.SIC] rr, htl]is://w n w.amcricanovcrsight.oia- Irancisco-tlic-travcl-ban-whal-wc- 
ksinii‘ d-lro]ii-tlie-(loi-(U>eLinients ; Audi l the Wall , AM K lit CAN ( )vkrsk;j it, 
iUllls: ; y w ww.amcricHnovcrsighl.org/iNvcstiirution/anriit-llie-wal I. 
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Submit New Request 


Requester Details 

I o modify reqiiCvSt details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 

Lawfare 

1755 Massachusetts Ave. 

Washington, DC 20036 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Requester Default Category: News Media 


General Information 

Requester Category News Media 

Send Response Via E-mail 

Payment Mode Check 


Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 
City 

State(US) 

Country 
Zip Code 


1755 Massachusetts Ave.. N.W. 

Washington 
District of Columbia 
United States 
20036 


Request Information 

Description Document 
Description of Request 


Date Range for Record 
Search: From 


USPS FOIA Request_Final.pdf 

1. Any FOIA request submitted to, forwarded to, or otherwise currently in your agency's 
possession seeking information or records relating to Abigail Spanberger. 

(For example, based on media reports, we understand that the organization American Rising 
submitted such a request on or about July 9. See Grace Wyler and Jason Leopold "In An 
Unprecedented Move, The US Postal Service Released A Former CIA Officer's Security 
Application To A Republican Group,” BuzzFeedNews.com (Aug. 29, 2018), 
https://bit.ly/2wDPWTV [hereinafter "BuzzFeed Article’’],) 

2. Any documents provided to the requestor in response to the FOIA request(s) identified 
in paragraph 1, including but limited to any correspondence, cover letters, and responsive 
documents. 

3; An y documents describing or generated during the processing of the FOIA request(s) 
identified in paragraph 1, including but not limited to certifications, correspondence, clearance 
sheets, custodian records, search terms, and tracking sheets. 

4. Any correspondence or other communications—including but not limited to 
communications among personnel in your office and communication between personnel in your 
office and any third parties, such as other federal agencies—relating to the FOIA request(s) 
identified in paragraph 1. 

(For example, based on media reports, we understand that the National Personnel Records 
Center ("NPRC”) sent a letter to America Rising on or about July 12 and transferred 
Spanberger s personnel fite to the UtS, Postal Service (''USPS') for review and handling around 
the same time. We also understand that USPS provided America Rising with Spanberger's 
personnel folder, including an SF-86 form she had completed, on or about July 30 See 
BuzzFeed Article.) 

5. Any correspondence or other communications—including but not limited to 
communications among personnel in your office and communications between personnel in your 
office and any third parties, such as other federal agencies—relating to Abigail Spencer, her 
personnel record, her SF-86 form, or the FOIA request(s) identified in paraqraph 1 
01/01/2018 a H 


08/29/2018 






Date Range for Record 
Search: To 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of identity 


Fee Information 

Willing Amount 

Fee Waiver Requested 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 


Willing to Pay All Fees 


$150 

Yes 

This request is submitted in connection with Lawfare's mission to publish information that is 
likely to contribute significantly to the public understanding of executive branch activities related 
to law and national security. 

Yes 


Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing Yes 

Requested 

Need for Expedited Processing The requested documents are directly relevant to an ongoing news story regarding the 

disclosure of Spanberger's SF-86 form, including alleged misconduct in the lead up to 
November's elections. Thus they are of urgent public interest. 



AMERICAN 

PVERSIGHT 


August 20, ) 1 rS 


VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

l kSPS Privacy & Records Management 
OI lice 

175 L’Enlanl Plaza SW, Room IP880 
Washington, DC 1 20260-1 JO I 
F( MAI2 i u'uM>s.g<>v 


FOIA Contact, Postal Inspection Service 
Ofliee of Counsel, Room 8801 
478 L’EuIanl Plaza SW 
Washington, DC' 20260-2101 
lour" usnis.trov 


Re: Expedited Freedom of Information Act Request 
Dear Freedom oflnlonualion Ollicers: 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Inlormalion Act (Ft JIA), 8 I '.S.t'. fi 882, and your agency's 
i 111] )le men ling regulations, American Oversight makes the following request (or records. 

(hi August 28, 2018, 1 he A'cir York limes reported that a copy ol former Central Intelligence 
Agent \ (C I A) office) and current congressional candidate Abigail Spanherger’s security clearance 
application hum was obtained by a Republican super PAC , the Congressional Readership fund, 
and is now being used lor political purposes. 1 he super PAC claims the document was obtained 
ihiough a K)IA icq tics I liled by a Republican-aligned re sea re! i linn, America Rising, and was 
processed by the National Archives and Records Administration (NAHA) and the United States 
Postal Service (l ISPS).' 

American Oversight seeks records to determine whether federal government decisions and 
at In ilies i elated to the processing ol 1'OIA requests have been inlliicnced by partisan political 
considerations. 

Requested Records 

American Oversight requests that ( SPS produce the billowing within twenty business days and 
seeks expedited review ol this request lor reasons identified below: 


Michael 1 ackell, C.I.A. (Jl/uvr-Turncd-C 'andidalv Says PAC ()btnincd Her Security 
Application, N.Y. TlMKS, Aug. 28, 2018, hlliis://mvvv.iivti]iies.coin/2»l 8/()8/28Ais/tKiiilii s/eia- 
officcr-housc-clcrlion-supcr-pac.hlml : Grace Wyler & Jason Leopold, In I ripreeedented Mow, 
the l S Postal Service Released it Fanner CIA Olliccr's Security Application to a Republican 
Croup, lhizzElttiDN 1-AVS (Aug. 20, 2018, 1:08 AM), 

hU i )s://mviv.hu//l eedi iews.eom/;miele/gi-aco'xWusns-ie]eases-cia-ollieei--seciii-iK-deanuice- 

application . 



5030 15 th Street NW. Suite B255, Washington, DC 20005 | AmericanOversight.org 



All records related u> the release or decision lo release the personnel file (including llie 
SF-8(i therein) ol Abigail Spaiiberger—whelher in response lo a FOIA request or lor any 
other reason—including till records rellectingeomnumicalioiis (including’ emails, email 
attachments, text messages, voicemail transcripts, messages on messaging platforms 
(such as Slack, GChal or Google Hangouts, l,yiu\ Skypt\ WhatsApp, Faeebook 
Messenger, 1 wilier Direct Messages, or Signal), lelephone ( all logs, calendar invitations, 
calendar entries, meeting notices, meeting agendas, inlonnalional material, drab 
legislation, talking points, any handwritten or electronic notes taken during any oral 
communications, summaries of any oral communications, or other materials) 
concerning the release of Ms. Spanberger’s personnel file. 


Please provide all responsive records from July 10, ^017, through the date of the search. 


Given the political significance of this extraordinary release of sensitive personal 
information ol a candidate for letleral office, American ( hersighl requests that any 
records ol l NPS individuals involved in the decision u> release Ms, Spanberger's 
personnel tile also he searched with following search terms in order to capture opaque 
or veiled referenc es to the decision to release a record of such political import: 
“Spanherger” *Hraf “District 7" "7lh District* “VA-7” "VA-07" “America Rising” 
“Pounder” “Raj SI tali' 1 “CLF” “Dem candidate”. 

In addition to the records requested above, American Oversight also requests records describing 
die processing ol this request, including records sufficient to identify search terms used and 
locations and custodians searched and any tracking sheets used to track llie processing of this 
request, K your agency uses M )IA questionnaires or certifications completed by individual 
custodians or components to determine whether they possess responsive materials or to describe 
how they conducted searches, we also request any such records prepared in connection with the 
processing ol this request. 

American Oversight seeks all responsive records regardless ol formal, medium, or physical 
characteristics. In conducting your search, please understand the terms “record," “document,” anti 
information in their broadest sense, to include any written, typed, recorded, graphic, printed, or 
audio material ol any kind. We seek records ol any kind, including electronic records, audiotapes, 
videotapes, and photographs, as well as letters, emails, facsimiles, telephone messages, voice mail 
messages and transcripts, notes, or minutes ol any meetings, telephone conversations or 
discussions. Our request includes any attachments lo these records* No category of material should 
be omitted from search, collection, and production. 


Please search all records regarding agency business. You may not exclude searches of files or 
emails in the personal custody of your officials, such as personal email accounts* Records of 
official business conducted using unofficial systems or stored outside of oil trial files are subject to 
the federal Records Act and P( )IA, J It is not adequate to rely on policies and procedures dial 


* Sec Coiiipctitiw Enter. Iusl v. Office ofSci & Trek Policy, 8^7 FdSd 1 M, 1 19-50 (D.C. Cir. 
cL Judicial Wntch, lm\ u Kerry 8 (1 F.Bd 95% 955-56 (D.C. Cir, ^01(5), 
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require officials to move such information to official systems witliin a certain period of time; 
American Oversight has a right to records contained in those files even it material has not yet been 
moved to official systems or if officials have, llirough negligence or willfulness, failed to meet their 
obligations. 


In addition, please note ihul in conducting a “reasonable search” as required by law, you must 
employ lbe most up-to-date technologies and tools available, in addition to searches by individual 
custodians likely to have responsive information. Recent technology may have rendered your 
agt tit \ s piim K)IA practices unreasonable, hi light ol die government-wide requirements to 
manage information electronically by the end ol 2016, it is no longer reasonable to rely exclusively 
on custodian-driven searches. 1 Furthermore, agencies that have adopted the National Arcliives and 
Records Administration (NARA) Capstone program, or similar policies, now maintain emails in a 
form that is reasonably likely to be more complete tlian individual custodians’ files. For example, a 
custodian may have deleted a responsive email from his or her email program, hut your agency’s 
archiving tools would capture that email under Capstone, Accordingly, American Oversight insists 
that yout agency use the most up-to-date technologies to search for responsive information and 
lake steps to ensure that the most complete repositories of information arc searched. American 
()vei.sight is available to work with you to craft appropriate search terms. However, custodian 
searches are still required; agencies may not have direct access to files stored in .PST files, outside 
of network drives, in paper format, or in personal email accounts. 

I'ntlcr the K)IA Improvement Act of 2016, agencies must adopt a presumption of disclosure, 
withholding information only il , . , disclosure would harm an interest protected by an exemption" 
oi disclosure is prohibited by law.” II it is your position that any portion of the requested records 
is exempt Ironi disclosure, American Oversight requests that yon provide an index ol those 
documents as required under Vaughn v. Rosen , 181. F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1970). err/, denied\ l id 
I bS. Ml (197 ib As you arc aware, a 1 h light, index must describe each document claimed as 
exempt with sufficient specificity "to permit a reasoned judgment as to whether the material is 


Sec Con/petil,vcKntcr. Inst. v. Oilier o/Sd. A led,. Policy, No. 1 l-ev-763, slip op, at H (D.D.C 
Dec. 12. 2016) (“The (tineminent argues that because the agency had a policy requiring (the 
official| to forward all ol his emails from his (personal| account to his business email, the 
I personal] account only contains duplicate agency records at best. Therefore, the Government 
claims that any hypothetical deletion of the [personal account) emails would still leave a copy of 
those records intact in [the official's! work email. 1 Iowcver, policies arc- rarely ibllowed to 
pc election by anyone. At tins stage ol (he case, the Court cannot assume that each and every work- 
related email in the Ipersonal) account was duplicated in [the official's! work email account.” 
(eiUitions oiniUetl))* 


' Presidential Memorandum—Managing Government Records, 76 Fed. Reg. 75 ,123 (Nov. 23, 
2011), liiUis;//ohaiinnvliilcli(>tts c.aic]iivcs.ti:<)\'/thc-i)iess-()l]I('e / 2() I I I l/23/nrcsidcnlinl~ 
r^ c moral id u m-i i r ar r ag i r ig-govc mi lierrt-rc cords : ()ffice of Mgml. & Budget, Kxec. Office of lire 
1 lesident, Memorandum lor the Heads ol executive Departments & Independent Agencies, 
"Managing Government Records Directive,” M-12-18 (Aug. 2 1, 2012), 
hitps;7'vww.airliivcs.irov/lilcs-'rccords-inmiil/m-l 2-18 pdf 
FOIA Improvcincitl Act of 2016 S 2 (Pub. L. No. 11 1-183), 
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actually exempt under Id Moreover, (lie I 'nughn index "must describe each doeumenl or 

pot lion llieieol withheld, iind lor each withholding it must discuss the consequences oj disclosing 
die sought-after information. Furllier, "the withholding agency musl supply ‘a relatively detailed 
justilic alion, specifically identifying the reasons why a particular exemption is relevant and 
correlating those claims with the particular pari oi'a withheld document to which they apply.”'* 

hi dit e\enl some portions ol the requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, please 
disclose any reasonably segregate 11011 -exempt portions of the requested records. Ifil is your 
position that a document contains non-exemj)l segments, hut that those non-exempt segments arc 
so dispersed throughout the doeumenl as to make segregation impossible, please slate what 
portion ol the document is non-exempt, and how the material is dispersed throughout the 
document." Claims ofnonsegrcgabiiily must he made with the same degree ol'detail as required lor 
claims of exemptions in a I nughn index. If a rcqucsL is denied in whole, please stale specifically 
that it is not reasonable to segregate portions of the record tor release. 

You should institute a preservation hold on information responsive to tliis request American 
Oui sight intends to pursue all legal avenues to cnlorec its right ol access under FOIA, including 
litigation il necessary. Accordingly, you are on notice that litigation is reasonably foreseeable. 

I o ensttic that this request is properly construed, that searches are conducted in an adequate hut 
cHicicnt manner, and that extraneous costs are not incurred, American Oversight welcomes an 
opportunity to discuss its request with you before you undertake your search or incur search or 
duplication costs. By working together at the outset, American Oversight hopes to decrease the 
likelihood of costly and time-consuming litigation in the future. 


Where possible, please provide responsive material in electronic formal by email or in PDF or 
I Ik format on a 1 SB drive. Please send anv responsive material being sent by mail to American 
Oversight, 1030 1.7th Street MY, Suite 11277, Washington, DC 20007. Ifil will accelerate release 

ol responsive records to American Oversight, please also provide responsive material on a rolling 
basis, 


Fee Waiver Request 

In accordance with 7 If.S.C. $ 5.52(a) (■ l)(A)(iii) and your agency's implementing regulations, 
American Oversight requests a waiver ol fees associated with processing this request lor records. 

I he subject ol this request concerns the operations of the federal government, and the disclosures 
will likely contribute lu public' understanding ol those operations* Moreover, the request is 
primarily and fundamentally (or non-commercial purposes. 


bounding Church of Scientology v. lie//, 603 F.2d 017, 0 10 (D.C. Cir. 1070) 

^ 1 ' S - Wto/Justice, 830 F.2d 210, 223-21 (D.C. Cir. 1087) (emphases in original). 

Id. at 22 l (citing Me ltd Dntn C enfra/, Inc. r, l ..S'. Dcp i of die Air Force, 7(i(i F 2d 2 |0 271 (D C 
Cir, 1077)). 

MendDntn i'cntrn/, 766 F.2d at 261. 
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American Oversight requests a waiver ol lees because disc losure ol the requested information is in 
the public interest because il is likely to contribute significantly U> public understanding o( activities 
ol the government. The disclosure ol the information sought under this request will document and 
reveal the operations ol the federal governnieni, including how a federal government agency 
processes FOIA requests lor records conUiining sensitive personal information of a candidate for 
federal office when lhal rec]uest is made by a group with a partisan political affiliation. 1 " The 
disclosure ol (lie requested information also has the potential to show whether federal agencies 
have been influenced by political considerations into disregarding the requirements ol the Privacy 
Ad. 1 he American people deserve to know il partisan, political considerations at led era! agencies 
have led to improper processing ol K)IA requests with the potential to influence the outcome of 
rapidly approaching congressional elections. As discussed below, Americ an Oversight has the 
ability and intent to disseminate the requested information to the public. 

1 his icquest is primarily and fundamentally not lor commercial purposes, but rather the primary 
interest is in public disclosure ol responsive records. As a oOl (c)(3) nonprofit, American Oversight 
does not have a commercial purpose and the release ol the information requested is not in 
American (Jversighl s financial interest. American Oversight’s mission is to promote transparency 
in government, to educate the public about government activities, and to ensure the accountability 
ol government officials. Americ an Oversight uses the information gathered, and its analysis of il, to 
educate the public through reports, press releases, or other media. American Oversight .also makes 
materials it gathers available on its public website and promotes their availability on social media 
plalloims, sutb as facebook and 1 wilier. American Oversight has demonstrated its commitment 
to the public disclosure ol documents and creation ol editorial content. For example, after 
receiving records regarding an ethics waiver received by a senior D< }J attorney/'’ American 
()\ ci sight promptly posted I lie records to its website and published an analysis of what the records 
reflected about DO) s process for ethics waivers/ 1 As another example, American (Jversight has a 
project called 11 Audit the Wall/ 1 where the organization is gathering am] analyzing information and 
commenting on public releases ol information related to the administration's proposed 
construction of a barrier along the l kS.-Mexico bonier/ 1 ' 


Arc I ackcll, supnt note I; Wyler ik Ixonokl, supnt note 1, 
n hi 

American Oversight currently lias approximately 11,900 page likes on Facebook and 11,800 
followers on Twitter. American Oversight, Fackhook. huns:/Anm^^ 

(last visited August 29, 2018); American Oversight {@weareoversight), TwiTl’ER, 
li Uljs:yytv\htiavc(>ni/\vcareoversitihl (last visited August 29, 2018). 

D()f ( nil Division Response Noel Francisco Compliance, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 

b ups://wyw.aniericaiK >vvrs ighl.<)r^d<)cnnie]it/(lomvikli visit ni-resnonsc-iKHd-francisco- 

compliance , 

Fr;uicisco & (he Tmvcl 1km: 1 Vim! I Vc Lcnmcd 1'rom the DO] Documents, AMERICAN 
()\ ERSIGHI i hjJ^)^ / Av^vw.an]ericanjj\ e rsighta)rg/lrancisctHhe-tra\ r cl-haii-\v'hatwv r e -k h ariie(brnnn-[he" 
dot-documents . 

Audit the 11 nil AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, litti?s://wwuxaincncan<>\crsidiLoruvnivestiaati<)ii/audiP 
tlic-walL 
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Accordingly', American Oversight qualifies for a fee waiver. 

Request for Expedited Processing 

Pursuant lo a I hS.C. fi 5/i2(a)(0)(K)(l) and your agency’s implementing regulations, American 
Oversight requests that your agency expedite the processing of this request. 

I c e" i lily to he line and correct to the hest ol my knowledge and he tie I that the information 
tequested is urgently needed m order lo inform the public concerning actual or alleged 
government activity. 5 l LS.C. $ .«2(h)(6)(K)(1). Specifically, I certify to he true and correct to the 
lies! ol my knowledge and belief, that there is an urgent need to inform the public about the 
ptoiessing ol l'OIA (or potentially improper Privacy Act) requests related to now-congressional 
candidate Abigail Spanherger's personnel files as a political organization has used sensitive 
personal information, purportedly gained from l'OIA requests, to ailed the outcome of a 
t ongiessional election, F Xpert eommenters haw noted that such inlonnation is rarely, il ever, 
pei missihly disclosed in response to a l'OIA request." The American people urgently need to 
know whether partisan political considerations have caused federal agencies to act improperly in 
oidei to inllucnce congressional elections. Moreover, the information American Oversight seeks 
concerns “a mailer ol a current exigency to the American public’"’ because the American people 
ill gently need lo know whether federal agencies have acted improperly lor partisan political 
advantage he lose the rapidly approaching congressional elections on November (i, 2018, 

I hulhei cei lily that American Oversight is primarily engaged in disseminating information lo the 
public. American Oversight's mission is to promote transparency in government, to educate the 
piiblu about government activities, and to ensure the accountability ol government olfu ials. Similar 
to olht i oigunizalions that have been lound to satisfy the criteria necessary to qualify for 
expedition, American Oversight ‘"gathers information ol potential interest lo a segment of the 
public, uses its editorial skills lo turn the raw material into a distinct work, and distributes that work 
in an audience. American Oversight uses the information gathered, and its analysis of it, to 
educate the public through reports, press releases, and other media. American Oversight also 
makes materials it gathers available on its public website and promotes their availability on social 
media platforms, such as Facebook and I wilier. Jl As discussed previously, American ()versight has 


Sec Wyler & Ifopold, supra note 1. 

M-Euycd r. Cent. Intelligence Agency, 291. F.9d 900, 910 (D.C. Cir, 2001) (quoting H.K. Rep. 
No, I0T799, at 20 (1990), reprintedin 1990 l fS.C.C.A.N. 9 f |8 9 109) 

^r.S.C.S 5.52(a)(0) (1-)(1). 

‘ Sec AC IJ : v. I :,s: Dep t ol'Justice. 921 F. Supp. 2d 2 I, 90-91 (D.D.C. 200 I); EPICv, Dipt ol 
Defense, 211 K Supp. 2d .5, 1.5 (D.D.C. 2009). 

" ACLV. 921 F. Supp. 2d at 29 n.,5 {quotingEPIC. 241 F. Supp. 2d at 1 1). 

' American Oversight currently has approximately 11,900 page likes on Facebook and 11,800 
followers on Twitter, American Oversight, Fackhook. litlnshAnvw.hieeliook.cum/weareoversidil 
(last visited August 29, 2018); American Oversight (@weareovcrsighl), TwnTfR, 
llLlI>s:/. t wi11 e r. cui nA vcarctwe rsight 9lane -e n (last visited August 29, 2018), 


0 


rsi , S-lfW).’i07 



demonstrated its commitment to (lie public disclosure ol documents and creation of editorial 
content. a “ 

Conclusion 


\\ e share a common mission to promote transparency in government. American (Jversighl looks 
lor ward to working with your agency on (his request. II you do not understand any part ol this 
request, have any questions, or foresee am problems in hilly releasing the tvotie sled records, 
please contact |(b)(6);(b)(3):39 use 4io (c)( 2 ) HaIso, if American 


Oversight's request lor a lee waiver is not granted in full, please contact us immediately upon 
making such a determination. 


Sincerely, 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


American Oversight 
1030 loth Street NW, \V2f»f> 
Washington, DC 2000,7 


See 1)0/ Civil Division Response Noel Francisco ConipHnncc, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 

!i)l ] )s://mm.americaiujversiir h l.ora/tl(K-umentAloi-civil-divisio]i-resnonse-iioel-franeisco- 

compliance; Francisco A ihe l ined linn: I Mint Ifc Learned Irani the DOJ Documents , 

AmK ltR’AN OVERSIClIT, lil lpsr /wwM.aiucricanovcrsialit.orii lraiicisco-[lie-tia\el-han-what-wc- 
Icarnc d-hom-thc-doHlocumcnis : . 1 in lit the II rill A\t E R 1 ('AN O VER.S ] (; t IT, 
lillps://www.amcri canoversigl it. ora/ investigation /atidil-the-wall . 
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Submit New Request 


Requester Details 

lo modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 

DCCC 

430 South Capitol Street, SE 
Washington. DC 20003 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 



Requester Default Category: Other 


General Information 

Requester Category Other 

Send Response Via E-mail 

Payment Mode 


Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 
City 

State(US) 

Country 
Zip Code 


430 South Capitol Street, SE 

Washington 
District of Columbia 
United States 
20003 


Request Information 

Description Document 
Description of Request 


Date Range for Record 

Search:From 

Date Range for Record 

SearchTo 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of identity 


USPS FOJA.pdf 

anTcopleS’of th?WtoSSJ'riSSSif* 0 " Act ( " F0IA ">’ 6 US0 ' §552 ' el saq " 1 to 

SpanbergerTroirf January T, ^ m Abi 9 a “ 

Ja A n"u y 4T20i e 7 S t^presenf 0 "' 161 ' “ ,he F °' A reqUeS,s re9ardinq Abiqail Spanberger, from 

w^hit. r f?i^r e ^ COrrespo ^l erice t0 the above detailed records, including correspondence both 
01/S/2017 9enCy 3nd between your a Sency and other government agencies or offices. 


08/31/2018 


Fee Information 

Willing Amount $50 

Fee Waiver Requested No 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 
Willing to Pay All Fees No 


Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing No 

Requested 


Need for Expedited Processing 






Chavannes-Battle, Nancy P - Wasjim^togJX 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Eyre, Jane G - Washington, DC 
Friday, August 31, 2018 8:57 AM 
Sherwood, Robin L - Washington, DC 
FW: Freedom of Information Act Request 


Can you please log in this new FOIA request? 


From: Partenheimer, David A - Washington, DC 
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2018 8:35 AM 


To: Eyre, Jane G - Washington, DC |( b >( s >.( b >( * I 2 3 > :39 usc 410 (c)(2) [ Castorina, Janine - Washington, DC 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Jhavannes-Battle, Nancy P - Washington, DC j(b)(6);(b)(3):39 usc 41 o (c)(2) 


Cc: Walker, Janice D - Washington, DC <j(b)(6);(b)(3):39 usc 4io (c)(2) | Marshall, Thomas J - Washington, DC 


,(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


Subject: FW: Freedom of Information Act Request 


Jane and all, please see below new FOIA request for processing from the Washington Post. 

Thanks 

Dave 


From: j(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Sent: Friday, August 31, 2018 8:31 AM 

To: Partenheimer, David A - Washington, DC <J(b)(6):(b)(3):39 usc 41 o (c)(2) 


Subject: [EXTERNAL] Freedom of Information Act Request 


Dear David. 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, formalizing a request I made yesterday in the email below. 

I am seeking copies of documents related all of the Freedom of Information requests that the USPS has mishandled 
since June 2018 You referred yesterday to a "small number" of requests that were mishandled in addition to Ms 
Spanberger's In the case of Ms, Spanberger and all of the other mishandled cases, I hereby request 

1 Copies of the Freedom of Information requests, including any cover letters and related correspondence 

2 The documents produced in response to those requests, including cover letters and related correspondence 

I understand that the personnel records that were erroneously released will need to be redacted to protect the 
privacy rights that the USPS now concedes were violated. But the FOIA requests themselves, including the names 
of the individuals or organizations seeking information, remain subject to disclosure. The same is true for any 
correspondence that USPS sent in reply to those FOIAS, 

I am making this request as a reporter with The Washington Post, for purposes of news gathering and not for 
commercial use. 

I look forward to your response Please do not hesitate to contact me by email or phone with any questions. 
Regards, 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 
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(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 


hi rs /«\/n\ 


From: 

Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2018 3:07 PM 

To: 'Partenheimer, David A - Washington, DC' fb)(6);(b)(3):39 use 410 (c)(2) 
Subject: RE: Freedom of Information Act Request 


If you'd rather stick with email, here are some of the questions: 


1, Is it your understanding that the release of the SF86 was inappropriate, or just its release in unredacted form? In 
other words, what was the error? 

2, How many other information requests were improperly processed? Were any of those political candidates? 
What were the names of the people whose files were improperly handled, who requested those files and what 
specifically was improperly released? (In a nutshell, I would like to FOIA those FOIAs, though it probably makes 
sense to speak with you about this first in case the number is enormous. Barring that, I hereby request that 
information under the Freedom of Information Act.) 

3, What changed in June 2018 that led to the errors? Have you had other complaints? 

Thank you for any information you can provide. 

Regards, 


(b) (6);(b)(3):39 USC 4-10 

(c) (2) 


From: |(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 | 

Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2018 2:59 PM 

To: 'Partenheimer, David A - Washington, DC 1 fb)(6);(b)(3):39 use 41 o (c)(2) 

Subject: RE: Freedom of Information Act Request 


Thanks aga in for the respon se. I have a few more questions and would love to ask if you are willing to do a phone 

j . .. IrKUfiVTkt/ovon i ior^ ,. 

my cell. 


interview (b)(6):(b)(3):39 use 
din fr\n\ 



IIXTHRNAI. KM AIL | 


(b)(6):(b) please see our statement on this below 


Best, 

Dave 


I lie Postal Service deeply regrets our mistake in inappropriately releasing Ms. Spanberger's Official Personnel 
Idle ("OPh ) to a third-party, which oecurred because of human error. We lake full responsibility for this 
unfortunate error, and we have taken immediate steps to ensure this will not happen again. The Postal Service 
lias addressed the issue by providing clear instructions and guidance to our employees tasked with the 
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responsibility tor handling these requests, and we will follow up with additional training. The Postal Service 
also intends to change our process lbr handling requests for OPF information to provide further protection 
against its inadvetlenl release, and to ensure that such requests are properly handled. We are continuing our 
review, but believe the issue began in June of 2018, and that only a small number of additional requests for 
information from personnel files were improperly processed. 

Ihe privacy and security of personal information is of utmost importance to the Postal Service. The Postal 
Seivice oilers our sincere apology to Ms. Spanberger, and we will request the return of the information which 
we mistakenly disclosed. 


From: [b)(6);(b)(3):39 IJSC 410 (c)(2) 


Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2018 10:11 AM 
To: Partenheimer, David A - Washington, DC |(b)(6);(b)(3):39 use 41 o (c)(2) 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Freedom of Information Act Request 


Hello again, David. 


As a follow-up, I am requesting copies of any Freedom of Information Act requests submitted or referred to the USPS 

related to Abigail Spanberger since January 2018.1 am also requesting copies of any documents produced in response to 
those requests. 


I am making this request under the Freedom of Information Act and am willing to pay any associated fees. Please do not 
hesitate to call me directly with any questions related to this request. 

Regards, 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


From: (b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 


Sen t: Wednesday, August 29, 2018 8:23 AM 


To: (b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 

Subject: Washington Post query related to a USPS FOIA flap in Congressional race 
Hi, David. 


I m a Washington Post reporter writing about a political flap related to information related to Democrat Abigail 
Spanberger, a former USPS employee running for Congress. A GOP PAC was shopping a story about her based on 
information in her job application to the USPS. Spanberger says the information was illegally leaked. The GOP says it got 
the information from the USPS and provided copies of their FOIA to back that up. Spanberger insists the information 
could not have come from the FOIA because it included her unredacted Social Security number. 

I'm wondering if anyone at the USPS can confirm whether the information was released and if the SS number was 
ledacted or (perhaps in an oversight, as GOP suggests) not. 


I'm writing the story as we speak but can update throughout the day. 
Regards, 


3 












(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


View this email in your browser 

rmailchi.mpl 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: AUGUST 28, 2016 


□ 


□ 

[congressionalleadershipfund.usl5.list- 

manage.coml 


( 202 ) 

909- 

2443 


CLF Issues Statement: What Is Abigail Spanberger 

Hiding 


VASHINGTON - In a desperate attempt to prevent Virginia voters from learning about her record and 
lackground, Virginia's 7 th Congressional District Democratic nominee, Abigail Spanberger, today sent a letter to 
he Congressional Leadership Fund ( I Supc [congressionalleadershipfund.us15.list-manage.comD - 
vhich her campaign then shared with select members of the media - threatening legal action over information 
ibout Spanberger that was obtained through legal channels. CLF is responding by releasing a :::.pv 
conqressionalleadershipfund.us15.list-manage.com1 of that letter to voters in Virginia’s 7 th Congressional Distric 
is well as documentation from the Freedom of Information Request (FOIA) and the records that were obtained 
rom the United States Postal Service as the result of that request. 

"his included information about Spanberger’s tenure working at the Islamic Saudi Academy in Northern Virginia 
vhich the Associated Press reported was dubbed “Terror High’’ after 12 U.S. Senators and a federal commissioi 
vanted to shut it down. Spanberger’s former employer produced a number of well-known terrorists including 
<hmed Omar Abu Ali, valedictorian of the academy in 1999, who was convicted in 2005 on charges of providing 
naterial support to the al Qaeda terrorist network. He was sentenced to 30 years in prison. This led U.S. Senate 
Democratic Leader Charles Schumer to issue a press release in 2005 

conqressionaileadershipfund.usl S.list-manaqe.coml of the controversial Islamic school and questioning 
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vhether the Islamic Saudi Academy was “another madrassa." In addition, CLF is redacting the document to 
ixclude personal information such as home addresses, telephone numbers, dates of birth and social security 
lumbers, even though this information was released by the USPS as part of the response to the FOIA request. 


■-LF spokesperson Courtney Alexander made the following statement about Spanberger’s politically-motivated 
lambit today; 

* “It should surprise no one that Ms. Spanberger would want to hide from voters that she worked at 
a school that produced some of the world’s most dangerous terrorists. CLF follows the letter of 
the law in examining any candidate’s background and Ms. Spanberger was no different. That 
she’s threatening legal action, however, should raise serious questions for voters about what else 
she is trying to hide. For any interested parties, CLF is happy to provide redacted copies of the 
information Ms. Spanberger is trying to hide from voters in Virginia.” 

JACKGROUND: 

• On July 9, 2018, America Rising Corp. submitted a FOIA request to the National Personnel Records 
Center "for access to certain records contained in the official civilian personnel file of former federal 
employee Abigail Spanberger. Specifically, this request seeks records reflecting Ms. Spanberger's 
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employment dates, annual salaries, title, and position description," 

By letter dated July 12, 2018, NPRC/NARA forwarded the America Rising Corp. request to the United 
States Postal Service. 

On July 30, 2018, USPS responded to America Rising's request with their complete personnel file 
("entire official personnel folder"), which included Spanberger’s SF-86. 



congressionalleadershipfund.uslS.list 

manage.coml 


manage.com 


congressional l eadershipfund.uslSJist 
manage.com 











1. Copies of the Freedom of Information requests from those organizations, including any cover letters and 
related correspondence, 

2. The documents produced in response to those requests, including cover letters and related correspondence 

i am making this request as a reporter with The Washington Post, for purposes of news gathering and not for 
commercial use. 

I look forward to your response Please do not hesitate to contact me by email or phone with any questions 
Regards, 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


From: Sherwood, Robin (b)(6);(b)(3):39 use4io (c)(2) 


Sent: Friday, August 31, 2018 10:07 AM 


To: (b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Subject: USPS FOIA Case No. 2018-FPRO-01302 


| EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

(b) (6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 

(c) (2) 

Please see the attached correspondence from the United States Postal Service. 
Sincerely, 

USPS FOIA Requester Service Center 
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Submit New Request 


Requester Details 

To modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


CNN 

One Time Warner Center 
5 th Floor 

New York, NY 10019 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


Requester Default Category: News Media 


General Information 

Requester Category 
Send Response Via 
Payment Mode 


Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 
City 

State(US) 

Country 
Zip Code 


News Media 

E-mail 

Check 


One Time Warner Center 

5th Floor 

New York 

New York 

United States 

10019 


Request Information 

Description Document 

Description of Request I hereby request any and all Freedom of Information Act requests for records pertaining to 

Abigail Spanberger, submitted between December 1 2017 and August 1 2018. This is not a 
request for the materials responsive to said requests but for the requests themselves. Thank 
you. 

Date Range for Record 12/01/2017 

SeardrFrom 

Date Range for Record 08/01/2018 

SearchTo 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of Identity 


Fee Information 

Willing Amount $25 

Fee Waiver Requested No 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 
Willing to Pay All Fees No 

Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing No 

Requested 


Need for Expedited Processing 






Submit New Request 


Requester Details 

i o modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Talking Points Memo 
37 W 20th St 
702 

New York. NY 10011 

[b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


Requester Default Category: News Media 


General Information 

Requester Category 
Send Response Via 
Payment Mode 


News Media 

Mail 

Check 


Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 
City 

State(US) 

Country 
Zip Code 


37 W 20th St 
702 

New York 
New York 
United States 
10011 


Request Information 

Description Document 
Description of Request 


All communications within USPS regarding: 

- America Rising executive Allan Blutstein's FOIA request, initially made to the National 
Personnel Records Center and then transferred to USPS, regarding "the official civilian 
personnel file of former federal employee Abigail Spanberger." 

- USPS' handling of Blutstein’s FOIA request, including the release of "the entire Office 
Personnel Folder (OFF) for Abigail Spanberger" to America Rising. 


In addition, please include all USPS communications with the National Personnel Records 
Center regarding Blutstein's FOIA request. 


The quoted material above comes from a report from Roll Call (found here: 

https://www.rollcall.com/news/politics/ryans-pac-followed-rules-in-obtaining-sensitive- 

documents-about-virginia-democrat) in which the publication appears to quote from America 

wL S D n ^iionL A request, and possibly from communications between America Rising and 
N PRC/US PS, 

Date Range for Record 07/08/2018 

Search: From 

Date Range for Record 07/31/2018 

Search: To 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of Identity 


Fee Information 

Willing Amount 

Fee Waiver Requested 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 


Willing to Pay All Fees 


$25 

Yes ,Fee Waiver Request.pdf 

TPM has reported extensively on the disclosure of Spanberger’s personnel file. The disclosure 
of information as a result of this request would be in the public interest; it would not be primarilv 
m TPM s commercial interest. 

No 


Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing 
Requested 


Yes .Expedited Processing Request.pdf 






Need for Expedited Processing 


TPM has reported extensively on the release of Spanberger's personnel file. The disclosure was 
a 9 ro . u P working on the 2018 elections. That disclosure could affect the elections as 
could the disclosure requested here. 



August 3G t 2018 


National Personnel Records Center, Annex 
Civilian Personnel Records 
1411 Boulder Boulevard 
Valmeyer, IL 62295 

Via Fax: 314-801-9269 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 


r T 


t Kj 

W 


s 


6 ! 


Dear Records Officer, W 

This is a request pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act for access to certain records contained in thtttfficial 
civilian personnel file of former federal employee Abigail Spanbcrger, Specifically, this request seeks records 
reflecting Ms, Spanberger’s employment dates, annual salaries, title, and position description. To facilitate the 
agency's search, below is additional information concerning Ms, Spanbcrger: 


Full name: 

Date of birth; 
SSN: 

Agency: 

Date of Service: 


Abigail Airnc Davis Spanbcrger 

(b)(6) 

|bX6j 

US, Postal Inspection Service 
2002-2006 (approx,) 


Please search for responsive records regardless of format, medium, or physical characteristics, Where possible, 
please produce records electronically, in PDF or TIF format, via email or CD, particularly if providing the 
information reduces the time or expense involved. If your office cannot honor this preference, I am willing to 
discuss the most cost-effective and efficient means of duplication. I agree to pay reasonable duplication fees for the 
processing of this request in an amount not to exceed $200. However, please notify me prior to your incurring any 
expenses in excess of that amount. 


If any records are withheld or redacted, I request that you state the specific legal and factual grounds for 
withholding any documents or portions of documents. Please identify each document that falls within the scope of 
this request but is withheld from release and provide an i ndex of those documents as required under Vaughn v. 
Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973), cert denied, 415 ITS. 977 (2972). Please describe each document claimed as 
exempt including the consequences of supplying the sought-after information. If it is your determination that some 
portions of requested records arc exempt, please disclose any reasonably scgrcgable non-cxempt portions of the 
requested records. 


If requested documents are located in another installation or bureau, 1 respectfully request that you please refer this 
request or any relevant portion of ibis request to the appropriate installation or bureau. 

To help assess my status for copying and mailing fees, please note that I am gathering information for research 
purposes and no t, for commercial activities . The DCCC is organized and operates under section 527 of the Internal 
Revenue Code as a political organization and as a domestic non-profit corporation by the District of Columbia 
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs pursuant to DC. law. See D.C. Code § 29-402.01 et seq* As 
such, access to records that the DCCC requests never further any commercial, trade or profit interests of the DCCC 
because the DCCC does not have such interests. Additionally, disclosure of the information sought is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the 
National Personnel Records Center and will shed light on whether the government is functioning with the public’s 
best interests in mind, and therefore, no charge or only a reduced charge should be imposed 5 U.S C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 


I batik you for your cooperation with this request. If necessary, I welcome the opportunity to discuss whether and to 
what extent this request can be narrowed or modified to better enable the National Personnel Records Center to 









process it within the FOIA’s twenty-day statutor y deadline. Please do not hesitate to contact me at my direct line at 


(b)(6) ;(b)(3}:39 USC 410(c)(2) 

Sincerely, 


|(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


DCCC 

430 S, Capitol St. SE 
Washington, D.C. 20003 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 









Submit New Request 


Requester Details 

1 o modify request details please update your requester profile or contact tire our office for assistance, 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Richmond Times-Dispatch 
300 E, Franklin St. 
Richmond, VA, VA 23219 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Requester Default Category: News Media 


General Information 

Requester Category 
Send Response Via 
Payment Mode 


News Media 

E-mail 

Check 


Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 
City 

State(US) 

Country 
Zip Code 


300 E. Franklin St. 

Richmond, VA 
Virginia 
United States 
23219 


Request Information 

Description Document 
Description of Request 


Date Range for Record 

SearchrFrom 

Date Range for Record 

Search:To 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of Identity 


In December 2017 a {Dt^MbP)^ submitted a FOIA request to the U.S. Postal Inspection Service 
by mail asking for records relating to Abigail Spanberger. I'd please like a copy of the request 
letter mailed by Mr. Allen. 

12/01/2017 

09/11/2018 


Fee Information 

Willing Amount $25 

Fee Waiver Requested No 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 
Willing to Pay All Fees No 


Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing No 

Requested 

Need for Expedited Processing 








Submit New Request 


Requester Details 

lo modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Requester Default Category: Other 


General Information 

Requester Category Other 

Send Response Via E-mail 

Payment Mode 


Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 
City 

State(US) 

Country 
Zip Code 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


Request Information 

Description Document 
Description of Request 


Date Range for Record 

Search:From 

Date Range for Record 

Search:To 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of Identity 


On August 31, 2018,1 received a letter stating that my "name, address, date of birth, and social 
security number" was inadvertently disclosed to "American Rising Corporation" during a "routine 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request." I believe my information was actually delivered to 
America Rising Corporation on or around July 30, 2018. I would like a copy of the FOIA request 
from America Rising Corporation that led to the inadvertent disclosure of my information. 
Specifically, I would like to see the FOIA request ID and the response letter sent to America 
Rising in response. 

07/01/2018 

07/31/2018 


Fee Information 

Willing Amount $25 

Fee Waiver Requested No 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 
Willing to Pay All Fees No 


Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing 
Requested 

Need for Expedited Processing 


No 






Requester Details 


Submit New Request 


1 o modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


Richmond 'l imes-Dispatch 
300 E. Franklin St, 
Richmond, VA, VA 23219 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Requester Default Category: News Media 


General Information 

Requester Category 
Send Response Via 
Payment Mode 


News Media 

E-mail 

Check 


Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 
City 

State(US) 

Country 
Zip Code 


300 E. Franklin St. 

Richmond, VA 
Virginia 
United States 
23219 


Request Information 

Description Document 
Description of Request 


Date Range for Record 
Search: From 
Date Range for Record 
Search:To 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of Identity 


- hat P r0u ^J ate Au 9 ust th e Postal Service sent letters tn hnth Ah iqaii Spanberaer (a 
congressional candidate in Virginia) and her1(b)(6);(b)(3):39 use 4io (c)(2) 1 discussinc re ?easp of 

fetters 86 ' bel,eve ' here W3S a letler ,0 person. Id like to please re quest a cgpyoffhosL 

07/23/2018 


09/10/2018 


Fee Information 

Willing Amount $25 

Fee Waiver Requested No 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 
Willing to Pay All Fees No 


Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing No 

Requested 


Need for Expedited Processing 









Associated Press 


Sept. 19, 2018 


U.S. Postal Service 
FOIA Office 


Under the Freedom of Information Act, I am respectfully requesting a copy of a July 30, 2018 letter that 
the USPS sent to America Rising Corp., 1500 Wilson Bivd, Arlington, VA 22209*2458. 

The letter was a request for the "Official Personnel Folder for Abigail Spanbergcr." It was signed by 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


We are NOT requesting the personnel folder Itself-only the letter that the USPS sent to American 
Rising Corp. We are seeking proof that this company had indeed requested the file in the first place. 

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a full-time reporter 
for The Associated Press in Washington, D.C. 

This request is made as part of news gathering and not for a commercial use. I request a waiver of all 
fees for this request. 

Disclosure of the requested information to me is part of public reporting conducted by The AP, 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) I 


Associated Press, national security reporter 
1100 13th St. NW 
Washington, DC 20005 


1100 13th St Nw, Washington, DC 200054051 






Chavannes-Battle, Nancy P - Washington, DC 


From: Woody, Cheryl L - Washington, DC 

Sent: Friday, September 28, 2018 6:38 AM 

To: FOIA - PA 

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: Freedom of Information Act Request: Abigail Spanberger FOIA 

release issues (United States Postal Service) 


FYI 


From: [b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2018 2:24 PM 


To: Woody, Cheryl L - Washington, DC |(b)(6);(b)(3):39 use 4~io (c)(2) ~| 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Freedom of Information Act Request: Abigail Spanberger FOIA release issues (United States 
Postal Service) 


United Suites Postal Service 
FOIA Office 
Room 9431 

475 L'Enfant Plaza Southwest 
Washington, DC 20260-1101 

September 27, 2018 

This is a follow up to a previous request: 
To Whom It May Concern: 


I wanted to tollow up on the following Freedom of Information Act request, copied below, and originally 
submitted on Aug. 29. 2018. Please let me know when I can expect to receive a response. 

T hanks for your help, and let me know if further clarification is needed. 


Idled via MuckRock.com 


E-mail (b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


;b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


s this email coming to the wrong contact? Something else wrong? Use the above link to let us know. 


For mailed responses, please address (see note): 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


1 














PLEASE NO'l E: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests 
might be returned as undeliverable. 


On Aug. 29, 2018: 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 1 hereby request the following records: 

All records relating to: 

FOIA requests by the Congressional Leadership Fund and/or America Rising Corporation about Abigail 
Spanberger, including but not limited to processing notes, internal communications, the response letter(s), and 
responsive documents. 


All references to this string of numbers: 9114901496451615068011 
All correspondence from 2018 about Abigail Spanberger in general. 

All 2018 correspondence with the Congressional Leadership Fund and/or America Rising Corporation. 
All 2018 references to anyone named 


(b) (6);(b)(3):39 USC410 

(c) (2) 


Templates used for FOIA response letters. 

1 ask for whatever fee waiver you grant for members of the media as this is part of my reporting process for 
Gizmodo Media Group. Also, as this relates to an ongoing story involving matter of public concern about 
potential government corruption, I ask that this request be expedited, as well. 

I lie requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for 
commercial purposes. 

In l he event that there are fees. I would be grateful il you would inform me of the total charges in advance of 

fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD- 
ROM if not. 


I hank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. 1 look forward to receiving your response 
to this request within 20 business days, as tile statute requires. 


Sincerely, 














(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 
reply 

Is lliis email coming to the wrong contact? Something else wrong? Use the above link to let us know. 


For mailed responses, please add ress (see note): 



PLEASE NO IF: 1 his request is not filed by a Muck Rock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRoek 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester’s name rather than "MuckRoek News" and the department number) requests 
might be returned as undeliverable. 


3 
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FAX 


Date: 

07/09/2018 


Pages Including cover sheet: 

2 


To: 












Phone 



Fax Numbar 

1 (b)(6) 



From: 

America Rising 


America Rising 


1500 Wilson Blvd 


Arlington 


VA 22209 



Phon* 

(b)(6) 

Fax Numbar 


NOTE: 


FOIA request 




























































AMERICA ^ 

RISING “*-’"**' 

- CORPORATION - 

1500 Wilson Boulevard, 5th Floor, Arlington, VA 22209 

July 9, 2018 

VIA FAX: {618) 935-3014 

National Personnel Records Center 
1411 Boulder Boulevard 
Valmeyer, IL 62295 

To whom it may concern: 

1 his is a request pu rsuant to the Freedom of Information Act for access to certain records 
contained in the official civilian personnel file of former federal employee Abigail 
Spanberger. Specifically, this request seeks records reflecting Ms. Spanberger’s 
employment dates, annual salaries, title, and position description. To facilitate the 
agency s search, below is additional information concerning Ms, Spanberger: 

Full name: Abigail Anne Davis Snanherger 

Date of birth: 

SSN: |(b)(6) '| 

Agency: ' U.8. Postal Inspection Service 

Date of Service: 2002-2006 (approx.) 


hor fee purposes, America Rising should be categorized as an “all other" requester in 
accordance witli 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(III). America Rising intends to inform the 
public About the existence And content of any disclosed records, which concern the 
qualifications of a candidate for Congress. America Rising is not making this request on 
behalf ol any client, nor does it intend to use the records for financial gain. See, 
e.g., ARCHIVE, www.americarisingarchive.com (America Rising’s document library). 

America Rising agrees to pay applicable fees up to $25.00. To reduce the burden of 
production, America Rising will accept records electronically or double-sided copies. 

Thank you in advance for your time and assistance. 


Sincerely, 



MJ ttwrerei i 























request for official personnel folder 

- — - _ (SEPARA TED EMPLOYEE) 


2. CURRENT NAME (Last first ^ 7 jJU^ TKW 110 BE COMPLE 1 p D BY REQUESTING P E RSONNEL OFFICE ' 

SPANBHRGHK, ABIGAIL 


1 DATE OF REQUEST 

7/9/2018 


DATF HP furt*. 

(mnt/ctdtyyyy) 

(b)(6) 

U awVifAl JMUMttPf> ™---- 


(Civilian Personnel Records) 
nil Boulder Boulevard 
Vatmeyer, IL 62285-2603 


™<!IS' nED ™" EAC ’' P0 '" 1 '" 


1 


(b)(6) 


REQUESTED. REQUESTS 


^THEFAXEDORMa.ledtoth,^-^ personnel 


I ISPS 


^AGENCY AND BUREAU 


5 , FftEvtous ff qeral mPLn v^T 

LOCATION 


WASHINGTON DC 


6 REASON FOR REQUEST 

□ HLMUC& I (Cf*ck mvwpfat* bOA I 

a. C urrently employed. Q ^ 

7 Remarks ^ — ^ 1 


T^mporaiy use, 



D_ c Pra-empjoyment consideration, 


Will retain fofcter it tered. 


El 4 Paper QPF Folder shipped. 

b, ©OPF Fokter fransmitted 
Q c. oOPF Paper Copy shipped, 


O h Fokter was sent (Date) 


To, 


SiTffbiST lWrele 0ne 0f **" "“«» wwai. Transcript of 


L] o Out search did not i a veal a Paper OPF 
Federal employment claimed 


or eOPF record for the civilian 


□ Your Agency 

CD t. Other/detatJs 


[_] I Paper Qpp Fokter not located Fnr n t 

"" a further search of your aoer ® H «,m *** •*»"<*• 

date of birth and social securilu T. ” “"located, verily name 


DATE 

7/16/2018 


AGENCY (INCLUDE SU8 AGENCY) 


AGENCY RECORD GROUP 


2m 1 ™'^ P ® sonnel1 management 

WASIM^TnM^ UZA SW ' R(X)M ‘831 

WASHINGTON DC 202604261 


i PERSONNEL OFFICE 


initials 


name of requester 




AGENCY Cl lARGfc ACCOUNT 


TELEPHONE NO. (fnchd. 


flfflfl code; 


EXT 


Enter comptele 

address to wfuch loftier 
or repfy « to be mailed. 
Indude ZIP Code 


STANDARD FQflM i o? toy 11 i 
P,fl5 - ,iS6d ** NARA. 36 CFH 1233 ,^{j 






































































































































































DATE: 

REPLY TO INQUIRY (NCP) 

7/12/2018 

SUBJECT; 

Your Reference 

SPANBERGER, ABIGAIL 

Date of Inquiry: 


The answer to your inquiry is furnished below. This abbreviated form of reply has been adopted as a means of supplying information in a 
timely manner. 


The f reedom of Information Act does allow certain Information to be released without the written consent of the individual. 
The following information is releasable to the public: 

Name 

Past and present positions. 

Past and present salaries (performance awards)* 

Past and present grades. 

Past and present agencies and locations. 


The United States Postal Service retains custody of all personnel folders of prior employees. Therefore, 

tho are [ orwardin 9 OPF ' alonQ with al1 documents of your request, to the following address. There 
tney will review and handle your request. 


United States Postal Service 
General Manager 
Corporate Personnel Management 
475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 1831 
Washington DC 20260-4261 



AMERICA RISING CORPORATION 
1500 WILSON BLVD 5 TH FLR 
ARLINGTON VA 22209 


NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECOROS ADMINISTRATION 


NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER 
□ Military Personnel Records 
9700 Page Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 03132-5100 

3 Civilian Personnel Records 
Mil BOULDER BLVD. 

VALMEYER. 1L 62295 


NA FORM 13018 (9-85) 


The James Madison Project 
1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 700 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 

(202) 330-5610 fax 


August 28, 2018 

VIA ONLINE: PORTAL 

June Eyre 

Deputy Chief FOIA Officer 
USES Privacy & Records Management Office 
473 L Enfant Plaza, SW, Room 1P830 
Washington, D.C, 20260 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 


Re: FOIA Request 
Dear Ms. Eyre: 


Ibis is a request on behalf of The James Madison Project (“.IMP"). 

|(b){6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 

[b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 

I ' i \ 1 1 r % r % 1 ■ * r .■ h. 1 ^ w + d 1- 11 , * -i „ 1 

hereina 

Iter referred to 


On August 28, 2018. it was reported that the Official Personnel File, including the Standard 

T 1 n \°™l V; S - Govemment off,dal Abigail Spanberger (“Ms. Spanberger") had been 
lUeuscd by the -S. Postal Service CUSPS") to America Rising, a research firm aligned with the 
Republican arty. Ms. Spanberger is currently a candidate for Congress in Virginia and is a 
member ol ilie Democratic Party. America Rising issued a statement claiming that the documents 
a issue, including the Standard Form 86, had been released by USPS through a FOIA request 

Miiiyp cur&smhl tw-nylimes (last accessed August 28. 2018). 

I he Requesters seek copies of two distinct sets of records: 

1) I he original FOIA request!s) submitted by America Rising that sought copies of 
Ms. Spanberger s Official Personnel File, including her Standard Form 86; and 

2) All correspondence issued by DSPS to America Rising in response to their FOIA 
request(s), including the final correspondence reflecting the release of responsive records. 

1 Ik- DSPS can e xclude from the scope of its searches the actual records themselves that were 
soughi and ultimately produced by USPS to America Rising. The Requesters are only seeking 
copies of the correspondence. “ “ b 


"Knowledge will forever govern ignorance, and a people who mean lo he their own Governors, must arm 
f he e Ives with I he power knowledge gives, M 


James Madison. 1X22 





















The James Madison Project 


US PS should ensure that its search for responsive records encompasses U.S. Government 
civilian employees, detailees. military officials, political appointees, Constitutional officers, and 
contract staff. Searches should also encompass any official communications sent using either 
Government-issued phones or personal mobile devices upon which Government officials relied 
in any form for conducting official business. 

We are requesting a waiver of or, at a minimum, a reduction in lees. The Requesters qualify 
in their own respective rights - for designation as representatives of the news media. 


JMP is a non-partisan organization dedicating to promoting government accountability and 
the reduction of secrecy, http: //jam as madiso aproject.o rg {last accessed August 28. 2018). The 
organization is a frequent FOIA requester and litigator and federal agencies routinely and 
regularly grant JMP fee waivers. |M( 6 )J b )( 3 ) :39 use 41 o (c)(2) 

|(b)(6);(b)(3):39 use 4io (c)(2) ’ ' [ or the Daily Beast, respectively, http: www.thedaily 

heast.com/compimy/about-us.html (last accessed August 28. 2018). 


The Requesters can disseminate information on a wide scale and intend to use information 
obtained through this FOIA request in original works, particularly through news articles written 
by |(b)(6);(b)(3):39 use 4i 0(c)(2) ~| According to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii). 


the term ’a representative of the news media' means any person or entity that 
gathers information of potential interest to a segment of the public, uses its 
editorial skills to turn the raw materials into a distinct work, and distributes that 
work to an audience. 


The Requesters can demonstrate their intent and ability to publish or otherwise disseminate 
information to the public. Sec Nat*I Security Archive v. Dcp'l of Defense . 880 F.2d 1381. 1386 
(D,C, Cir. 1989). |(b)(6);(b)(3):39 use 410(c)(2) 


maintain the ability to publish articles 


explaining the content of any responsive records received as part of this request, In the event that 
fees are ultimately assessed, do not incur expenses beyond $25 without first contacting our office 
for authorization, 


The Requesters are also seeking expedited processing of their FOIA request. FOIA permits 
expedited processing when a "compelling need" exists. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(v). Specifically, 
"compelling need" means "with respect to a request made by a person primarily engaged in 
disseminating information, urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal 
Government activity." Id. at (; 552(a)(6)(E)(v){II). The records responsive to this request would 
bring clarity to what extent the USPS did in fact release to a third party requester the personnel 
file and security clearance paperwork of Ms. Spanberger. Based on extensive personal 
experience handling FOIA matters. I can state with confidence I have never heard of an 
individual's Standard Form 86 ever being properly and lawfully released to a third party via 

2 

Knowledge will forever govern ignorance, and a people who mean to he their own Governors, must arm 
themselves with the power knowledge gives. " 


James Madison. IS22 

















The Janies Madison Project 


FOIA absent a privacy waiver or demonstration of an overriding public interest (and 1 struggle to 
imagine either is applicable in this situation). 

If you deny all or part of this request, please cite the specific exemptions you believe justify 
your refusal to release the information or permit the review and notify us of your appeal 
procedures available under the law. We request that any documents or records produced in 
response to this request he provided in electronic (soft-copy) form wherever possible. 

Acceptable formats are .pdf, .jpg, .gif, .til'. Please provide soft-copy records by email or on a CD 
if email is not feasible. However, the Requesters do not agree to pay an additional fee to receive 
records on a CD, and in the instance that such a fee is required, the Requesters will accept a 
paper copy of responsive records. 


Your cooperation in this matter would be appreciated, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at 


'you wish to discuss this request. 


(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


Sincerely, 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


____ 3 _ 

"Knowledge will forever govern ignorance, and a people who mean to he their own Governors, must arm 
themselves with the power knowledge gives. " 


James Madison, ISJ2 








Submit New Request 


Requester Details 

I'o modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 

CNN 

820 First Street NE 
8th Floor 

Washington, DC 20002 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410 (c)(2) 

Requester Default Category: News Media 


General Information 

Requester Category 

Send Response Via 

Payment Mode 

News Media 

Mail 

Shipping Address 

Address 

Apartment/Suite Number 

City 

State(US) 

Country 

Zip Code 

820 First Street NE 

8th Floor 

Washington 

District of Columbia 

United States 

20002 

Request Information 

Description Document 
Description of Request 

2018-08-29 USPIS foia request Pamela Gabriel.pdf 

"...all communications to and from Pamela Gabriel involving any of the following: Abigail 
Spanberger, America Rising Corporation, America Rising, Allan Blutstein. Please conduct the 
search for records created between July 1. 2018 and the date of the search. For identification 
purposes, we believe Ms. Gabriel is or was an employee or contractor in Human Resources 
(HQ), Employee Resource Management." 

Date Range for Record 
Search:From 

Date Range for Record 
Search:To 

Privacy Waiver & Authorization 
Proof of Identity 

07/01/2018 

08/29/2018 

Fee Information 

Willing Amount 

Pee Waiver Requested 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 
Willing to Pay Ail Fees 

$25 

Yes 

Please see attached letter. 

No 

Expedite Information 

Expedited Processing 

Requested 

Need for Expedited Processing 

Yes 

Please see attached letter 






August 29, 2018 


To Whom It May Concern: 


Pursuant to the Federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 (the "Act"), Cable News 


Network, Inc. ("CNN") requests access to and copies of all communications to and from M(6);(b)(3): 


(b)(6);(b)( 


involving any of the following: Abigail Spanberger, America Rising Corporation, America 
Rising, Allan Blutstein, Please conduct the search for records created between July 1, 2018 and 
the date of the search. For identification purposes, we believe 


>:39 


is or was an 


employee or contractor in Human Resources (HQ), Employee Resource Management. 


CNN agrees to pay reasonable duplication fees for the processing of this request in an amount 
not to exceed $100. Please notify me prior to your incurring any expenses in excess of that 
amount. 


As a member of a news organization, I am requesting that fees be waived because release of the 
information is in the public interest and will contribute significantly to public understanding of 
government operations and activities. 

If CNN's request is denied in whole or part, we ask that you justify all deletions by reference to 
the specific exemptions of the Act. CNN will also expect you to release all segregable portions of 
otherwise exempt material. CNN reserves the right to appeal your decision to withhold any 
information. 


If you have questions regarding this request, please contact me as soon as possible by email at 

(b)(6);(b)(3):39 USC 410(c)(2) 


As I have made this request in the capacity as a journalist and this information is of timely value, I 
would appreciate your expediting the consideration of this request in every way possible, In any 
event, I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the Act requires. 

Thank you for your assistance. 


Sincerely, 

















